
Christmas Message from the Chief Executive Officer 
Meath Care 

I am sure everyone like myself will be glad to see the end of 2020 for a variety of 
reasons, there has certainly been many challenges to face. At times like this, it is 
important to see the positives in these difficult times and WA has plenty to celebrate. 

When I speak to my family in Ireland, I get an understanding of how little we have been 
exposed to Covid -19 and really have not had to make many sacrifices, except for not 
being able to travel overseas and seeing family in the Eastern States; but in the scheme 
of things, we are still very lucky. 

The positive from not being able to travel overseas, is that we have had the opportunity 
to visit some beautiful parts of our own State and help the local economy. 

As the festive season approaches and the hard borders of WA have been relaxed, I 
would like to reinforce that aged care and our residents are still the most vulnerable in 
society and while there is no vaccine available yet, we still need to continue with the 
precautions to ensure we keep everyone safe. 

Apologies for being repetitive, but sometimes reminders help to reinforce things that we 
have become complacent with, social/ physical distancing, hand hygiene and 
coughing etiquette. Visit in your loved one’s room or in one of the designated areas 
but please observe the occupancy limits as posted on the entry door and garden 
entrance. 

Both the Michael Lee and Doctor Mary Surveyor Centre’s received a visit from the 
Aged Care & Quality Safety Commission to review our Covid -19 preparedness plan; 
whilst we have not received the official report, there were no concerns raised at the 
inspection. The Commission staff are behind with their regular compliance visits 
due to the restrictions earlier this year. The Doctor Mary Surveyor Centre is 
waiting on their 3 yearly reassessment which was due around November 2020. 

During the preparedness phase for a potential outbreak of Covid -19, the Aged 
Care Sector and the Department of Health have been working very closely together to 
ensure that in the event of an outbreak we are all familiar with each other’s 
responsibilities and work cohesively to manage the situation.  




