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Dear Residents and Representatives, 

Today I can confirm that Meath Care is affected by 2 positive COVID cases at the Michael Lee Centre 

(“MLC”) in Como.  

The first positive case was in isolation since yesterday as a known close contact. They returned a 

positive RAT this morning as part of our ongoing monitoring until they were able to undergo PCR later 

today. As advised yesterday, this resident is located in the Karri area. 

Consequently, we retested all residents in Karri this morning, as well as all residents in the adjoining 

area of Tuart, using RATs. This wider testing returned a single positive RAT in a resident in Tuart.  

As per our pandemic management plan, we have notified Public Health who are now arranging PCR 

testing on site for all residents in Tuart and Karri, which is likely to be tomorrow. The 2 residents who 

have returned positive RATs have already undergone PCR testing to validate the RAT results. 

While we collaborate with Public Health to assess potential spread, on the basis that all residents in 

Karri and Tuart may be close contacts, we have closed Karri and Tuart to all visitors, except partners 

in care or other essential visitors.  

All other areas at MLC may have visitors, but I advise visitors to other areas to reconsider their need 

to visit at this time; and if they choose to visit, to limit the duration of the visit to a short time and 

ensure they take necessary precautions such as socially distance, wearing a mask, and practice  good 

hand hygiene. 

All staff working at MLC will now undergo RAT before each shift as part of outbreak management, and 

staff have full access to PPE supplies such as gowns, protective glasses / visors, and respirator masks. 

As part of our preparedness, we had limited staff movement between different areas in recent weeks 

where possible; we are now limiting the staff who have contact with the affected residents. 

As we saw last week in Kingsley, this situation places extra pressure on our staff and resources. It is 

appreciated if relatives can limit contacting the Centre to alleviate that additional pressure on staff 

while we assess the situation fully. Please be assured that we will provide regular general updates to 

all relatives via email and on our website, as well as individual telephone communication with relatives 

of those in Tuart and Karri as required.  

Our primary objectives are to: 

• ensure that all residents at MLC are well looked after; 

• establish whether there are further cases; and  

• ensure that risk of spread to other resident, staff, and visitors is minimised and avoided.   

We understand that this is a challenging and confronting situation to everyone; your cooperation is 

greatly appreciated at this time and be assured that further updates will be provided. 

With best wishes, 

 

Chris Roberts 

Chief Executive Officer  
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Conditions of visiting, from 10 March 2022 
 

Dr Mary Surveyor Centre, Kingsley 

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours); 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette; and 

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site. 

• Visitors must not visit if they have been overseas in the preceding 7 days. 

 

Michael Lee Centre, Como 

Tuart and Karri 

• These areas are closed to Visitors (except Partners in Care / Essential Visitors); and 

• Partners in Care and Essential Visitors will undertake Rapid Antigen Testing on entry. 

All other areas (Jarrah, Sandalwood, Olive, Wattle, Sheoak, and Tyalla) 

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours); 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette;  

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site; and 

• Visitors must not visit if they have been overseas in the preceding 7 days. 

It is further recommended that visits to these areas are short in duration and 

preferably involve only one visitor at a time. 

 

 

 


