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Dear Residents and Representatives, 

Please find an update on operations at Meath Care in relation to COVID-19. 

Dr Mary Surveyor Centre 

We have now received the PCR results for the residents on Darch and Shenton who were tested on 

Wednesday. I am pleased to confirm that all results returned negative. However, as part of their 

ongoing surveillance every 72 hours, Public Health will be returning tomorrow to screen residents on 

Darch and Shenton once again. Results will be communicated to relatives by SMS. 

We are now at Day 8 since the identification of a positive case on site, who has since recovered. That 

resident will continue to isolate, but following consultation with Public Health, we can now consider 

this outbreak resolved. Consequently, the additional visiting restrictions are now removed for Darch. 

Michael Lee Centre  

Clinipath has undertaken PCR testing in Sheoak/Tyalla this afternoon. We will communicate results to 

relatives of those tested by SMS when the results are received. 

Our residents who are isolating as close contacts are doing well and remain completely asymptomatic.  

From my update on Wednesday, you may have noted that we removed restrictions at Tuart/Karri on 

Day 14. Subsequently, removing restrictions to Darch on Day 8 may seem inconsistent. I am limited to 

the details that I can provide, but the length of restrictions needed to be longer in Tuart/Karri due to 

differences in the underlying health of residents in that area. 

Rapid Antigen Testing and visitors 

In the latest Department of Health guidelines provided, we are informed that once a COVID-19 positive 

case is fully recovered and has left isolation, they do not need to test by RAT for up to 8 weeks. This is 

due to ongoing antigen activity that will show up on the test, despite them not being infectious. 

As a result of this guidance, we have amended the conditions of visiting for visitors who recovered 

from a positive COVID diagnosis (either a confirmed PCR or a positive RAT that has been registered on 

the government portal). We have provisionally erred on the side of caution and stated that those 

visitors are exempted from RAT prior to visiting for up to 6 weeks.  

Visiting 

It has been good to note that visitors have overall been complying with directions during their visit. 

We have been asked whether there is any time limit on visiting, so to clarify – we haven’t imposed any 

time limit for visiting, but we suggest that visits should be short in duration. 

Influenza vaccination and COVID boosters 

As a timely reminder that other harmful airborne viruses exist, we have received communication from 

the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (“ATAGI”) today relating to influenza 

vaccination and an additional COVID booster vaccine. 

ATAGI have recommended that people living in residential care received a further COVID booster 

before winter, but at least 4 months since their previous COVID-19 vaccine. ATAGI have also stated 

that the COVID booster can be given at the same time as the influenza vaccine. We will keep you 

updated as further information is received. 
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Given the case numbers in the wider Perth area, it is great to now have both Centres back to operating 

as normally as we can. I take this opportunity to thank the relatives, residents and staff for their 

patience and kindness to each other during the last 3 weeks.  

It has been difficult, but we must remember that we cannot be complacent now – we remain at risk 

given the community caseload. But by working together, we can protect each other and get through 

this challenging period. 

I believe that our current position allows you all to have some respite from my daily updates. Please 

be assured that should the situation change at Meath Care or information needs to be provided, we 

will ensure that this occurs by communicating as promptly, regularly, and openly as possible.  

Thank you for the support and cooperation you have provided to the Meath Care community. 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Chris Roberts 

Chief Executive Officer  

 

 

Conditions of visiting, from 26 March 2022 

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours) OR that 

they have returned a positive COVID-19 test in the previous 6 weeks, are at least 8 days 

since testing positive, and be completely recovered and asymptomatic; 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette;  

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site; and 

• Visitors who have been overseas in the preceding 7 days need to inform us of their 

overseas travel on entry. 

 

 

 


