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Dear Residents and Representatives, 

Please find today’s update in relation to COVID-19 at Meath Care. 

Dr Mary Surveyor Centre 

As communicated yesterday, we were informed of new resident cases on Shenton yesterday. As a 

result, I can now confirm that there are a total of 2 cases on Shenton. Both residents are well and 

remain at the Centre. 

As I suggested yesterday, we have significant concern around the likelihood that transmission may 

have occurred on Shenton, and this is now compounded due to the difficulty in isolating residents with 

cognitive deficit. We are attempting to manage this with increased staffing and wide use of PPE. 

Clinipath have attended the Centre this morning to screen all residents by PCR to assess the level of 

any transmission, if any. Clinipath will return to undertake further screening over the Easter weekend. 

Michael Lee Centre 

We can confirm that all residents who were tested on Sheoak/Tyalla yesterday returned negative 

PCR results. Clinipath are returning on Good Friday to screen residents in this area and Olive/Wattle. 

Visiting 

In the 22 March 2022 update, I made a few suggestions how visitors can help prevent COVID coming 

into the Centres or inadvertently causing a resident to being a close contact. The suggestions included: 

• Reconsidering the need to visit; 

• Always wearing a mask; 

• Reducing the length of visit; and 

• Encouraging the resident to wear a mask if possible. 

By and large, most visitors have assisted us and followed these suggestions, and we are very grateful 

to them. However, in the last couple of days there have been a few reports of visitors not wearing a 

mask in the Centres. While I can restate that wearing a mask is a condition of visiting, complies with 

the law, and assists us minimise risk, I will also provide further details as to the potential impact this 

can have on our community. 

If a visitor were to attend our Centre and not wear a mask, and then later test positive, the guidelines 

from public health would be that we would need to isolate the resident who was visited and initiate a 

week of post-exposure PCR screening for all residents in that area.  

In such an instance, the visitor not wearing a mask directly affects the resident by causing them to be 

isolated for a minimum of 48 hours. On top of that, the indirect effect may be on: 

• Other residents who then have to undergo regular testing;  

• Other visitors who can’t visit an isolated resident; 

• Staff who need to provide care and services differently to the isolated resident; and 

• Clinipath who must attend for screening. 

The effects above are the best-case scenario if an unmasked visitor later tests positive for COVID after 

a recent visit. The worst-case scenario, where transmission occurs, may cause weeks of disruption. 

This virus has shown that it takes any opportunity to transmit, and if a mask is removed, then the virus 

is being assisted to spread. Please wear a mask for everyone’s benefit. 
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Vaccinations      

Thank you to those who have returned consent forms for the winter dose COVID booster for residents. 

We have heard back now from almost all the primary health practitioners, and they intend to 

commence the winter dose boosters from next week. 

If you are yet to provide consent, please can you do so by 19 April 2022 so that we can work with the 

GPs and nurse practitioners to schedule the visits. 

Most of the primary health practitioners are looking to administer the winter dose booster and the 

influenza vaccine at the same time. However, the primary health practitioner may do this separately 

If the resident could be upset by having 2 injections. Additionally, if you do not wish for the vaccines 

to be given at the same time, please stipulate on the consent form clearly. 

Thank you to everyone for supporting us in our work and sending their kind wishes to us given the 

challenging conditions we are still facing. It is much appreciated. 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Chris Roberts 

Chief Executive Officer   
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Conditions of visiting, from 12 April 2022 

Dr Mary Surveyor Centre, Kingsley 

Shenton (first floor) and Darch (second floor) 

• This area is closed to Visitors (except Partners in Care / Essential Visitors); and 

• Partners in Care and Essential Visitors will undertake Rapid Antigen Testing on entry. 

Perry (third floor) 

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours); 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette;  

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site; and 

• Visitors who have been overseas in the preceding 7 days need to inform us of their 

overseas travel on entry. 

 

Michael Lee Centre, Como 

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours); 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette;  

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site; and 

• Visitors who have been overseas in the preceding 7 days need to inform us of their 

overseas travel on entry. 

 

 

 


