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12 May 2022 

 

Dear Residents and Representatives, 

Please find our update on the COVID-19 situation at Meath Care below.  

Dr Mary Surveyor Centre, Kingsley 

As mentioned yesterday, we are still considered an outbreak site by public health, despite having no 

active resident cases. This is due to the Department of Health guidelines that require additional days 

free from exposure in dementia specific units or areas where residents are immuno-compromised. 

Clinipath undertake their next round of screening tomorrow – which is to all areas of the Centre – and 

if there are no further cases identified we will be in a better position to clarify when we can reopen 

Shenton.  

[Update, 14 May 2022: A new case has been identified for a resident on Perry and so visiting to this 

area is restricted to Essential Visitors only from this date] 

Michael Lee Centre, Como 

I am pleased to confirm that following the PCR screening on Sheoak/Tyalla and Jarrah/Sandalwood 

yesterday, all residents tested returned negative results. This is a promising sign, but it is too early to 

suggest whether any transmission has occurred from our active resident case.  

Since the current case was identified, we have seen a sharp increase in community cases which has 

led to several staff and visitors testing positive within 48 hours of attending the Centre. As such, we 

need to act with caution and Clinipath will attend the Centre on Saturday 14 May to carry out PCR 

screening to residents in all areas.  

Winter dose COVD vaccine 

Earlier this week, the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (“ATAGI”) updated their 

advice on the timing of winter dose vaccination for residents who have been infected with COVID. 

ATAGI now recommend that all people who have recovered from COVID should wait for 3 months 

after confirmed COVID-19 infection before they receive their next COVID-19 vaccine dose.  

Visitors who have been overseas 

I take this opportunity to mention the condition of visiting related to visitors who have been overseas 

in the preceding 7 days. We require visitors who have been overseas in the preceding 7 days to inform 

us when they attend a Centre.  

This will not prevent the visit occurring, but the information allows us to determine whether we need 

to use any additional precautions, such as providing a respirator style mask to the visitor. Presently, 

the country visited is not as important for risk assessment as the duration of any confined travel is. 

Hospital appointments 

We have also had a few enquiries about whether residents who have hospital or other health-related 

appointments should attend – especially if they are in an outbreak area. If a resident is in an outbreak 
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area, the first point of contact should be to the hospital or health provider to inform them of this, and 

they will determine whether the appointment can go ahead, not us.  

The other parties that need to be informed prior to attending an external appointment if a resident is 

in an outbreak area, are the transport service being used where a resident is unable to be taken in a 

relative’s vehicle. 

Your care and attention to taking precautions such as thorough hand hygiene and wearing a mask is 

greatly appreciated, especially as we have now exceeded 75,000 active cases in WA today. Because of 

the high caseload at the moment, I again request that visitors consider the need to visit or the length 

of a visit currently. 

Finally, on International Nurses Day, thank you for the partnership and kindness that has been 

displayed in assisting us in our work at Meath Care. 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Chris Roberts 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Conditions of visiting, from 14 May 2022 

Dr Mary Surveyor Centre, Kingsley 

Shenton (first floor) and Perry (third floor) 

• This area is closed to Visitors (except Partners in Care / Essential Visitors); and 

• Partners in Care and Essential Visitors will undertake Rapid Antigen Testing on entry. 

Darch (second floor)  

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours); 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette;  

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site; and 

• Visitors who have been overseas in the preceding 7 days need to inform us of their 

overseas travel on entry. 

 

Michael Lee Centre, Como 

Sheoak/Tyalla  

• This area is closed to Visitors (except Partners in Care / Essential Visitors); and 

• Partners in Care and Essential Visitors will undertake Rapid Antigen Testing on entry. 

All other areas (Jarrah/Sandalwood; Olive/Wattle; Tuart/Karri) 

• All visitors must wear a mask at all times within the Centre; 

• All visitors must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or have a valid exemption; 

• Visitors must declare that they have undertaken Rapid Antigen Testing in the previous 4 

hours and have a negative result (NB - daily visitors - in the previous 72 hours); 

• A maximum of 2 visitors at any time, and a maximum of 2 visitors per day; 

• Visits must either occur in the resident’s room or in outside areas;  

• Visitors must practise social distancing, hand hygiene, and cough etiquette;  

• Visitors must not visit if they are unwell, been in contact with confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19 case, or visited a potential COVID-19 exposure site; and 

• Visitors who have been overseas in the preceding 7 days need to inform us of their 

overseas travel on entry. 

 


